





ARTS + CULTURE

POEMS

Please Council
Hear Our Voices

By Eva Hermosa

Sit upon a hill, easy enough to do
Opposed to homelessness, leaving me blue
To walk these streets at night

Early on striving with all my might

Clothing stuck to flesh, nowhere left to change

No running water, my schedule to rearrange
Searching here, maybe there, a church may help today
But I look upon the hill, and only want to say

Must I walk these streets, bathed in scummy dirt
Hoping to find a shower, and maybe a brand new shirt
Lend me 15 minutes, rush and move aside

Hurled to the curb, dashing all my pride

Humanity is left, humbled to the ground
24 hours passed and gone, no kindness have I found
Please, my dearest friend, when the council meets again

A portable shower, a converted church, a shower for me please send.

A Tabernacle

for a Shadow

By Cecelia Echo

Houseless Not

Homeless
By Emptea

I'm not

A temporarily embarrassed
millionaire

Who just needs your pity
I'm here to end millionaires
I'm not a victim

A charitable drop-off site
Perennially on the precipice
Of falling off the Earth

I'm a warrior

A fighter

To the ground

On the frontlines

Of ending the entire concept
Of private property

That you participate

In reproducing every day
I've been preparing for
And living in

The emergency you are still
creating

Since ages ago

I haven’t been shafted out
Of my slice of this rancid pie
I'm baking a new one

I'm not a fire to be put out

I am the fire

That lights your way

I'm not homeless

I

Live

Houselessly

Querubin / Mohawk
Street

By Lupita Limon

Before Memo gets laid off

he works for decades in a factory
making cherubs. Birthday after birthday,
he gifts cherubs. They hang golden

on the walls of the apartment.

I meet Memo fighting

his eviction. His daughter says
“Look, ma,” and shows her mother
my tattoos, cherubs chasing

one another across my arm.

The morning of the march

Lulu prays and it’s God who lights
the concrete path where she blocks
traffic. Like it was God

who taught her to flip tables.

She knocks doors at home

and she knocks doors for Saint Teresa
at the church next to her home.

“sA quien le tendremos miedo,

si hay solo un juez?”

What appears lucky or foolish
is perhaps an answered prayer.
We pray to love the angels more
than we fear the devil. Then

we see the angels everywhere.

Memo, Lourdes, and their neighbors are ghting for
their homes of over 30 years in Echo Park. Follow
@1512mohawktenants on Instagram to learn more.
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Surthrival
Tip #1

By Emptea

The most important Surthrival Tip i have to
offer after doing this for ten years is that we, as
people living houselessly, need to maintain con-
sistent consciousness around the understanding
that we are in a minute-by-minute battle for au-
tonomy over space and the legitimacy to take it
up - and we are in this particular battle, unlike
housed people, precisely because we do not con-
form to the hegemonically prescribed method of
taking up space. - We are not living inside an
air-conditioned box designated as private prop-
erty that we are paying for, as is the expectation
and aspiration in a settler-colonial state.

When i say space, i mean more than physical,
which is obvious: we are considered an odious pest
by most normies for taking up physical space in their
line of sight.e have to contend with that disdain by

developing our own righteous narratives about our-
selves - and insisting on them - despite the rest of the
world - and this can of course be quite difficult when
a good portion of the rest of the world has access to
guns and the power - the cultural and institutional
legitimacy - to have them deployed.

But there are other spaces we are forced to de-
fend in a conscious way that housed normies are
not: psychological, social, emotional, spiritual,
mental. Living houselessly presents a kind of social
death in this society, against which we have to fight
for the legitimacy to exist, and the trauma of that
affects us in all of these spaces - and we do not have
privacy when that trauma manifests.

It is a very precarious position to have all of these
spaces contested all of the time. For my own part,
I've had to develop quite a bit of skill in legitimiz-
ing myself in order to surthrive, and mirthful devil-
ish joy in sweet, sweet resistance has had to replace
box wine as my bestest buddy - and that replacement
would have only been possible through my concur-
rent cultivation of community. With whom to join in
the mirth of this resistance we have no choice but to
wage. Ironically, having to define and legitimize my-
self on my own terms, against these odds, has been
the most galvanizing thing I've ever been through. It

forced me to more consciously choose to live inside
this body on this planet, outside the aspirations of the
state identity i was conditioned to inhabit, in a way i
never would have if I'd remained housed.

Material practices and tools which, aside from
self-storytelling and meaning-making, and community
cultivation, have helped me surthrive:

Movement: high-intensity interval dance (what
i call Dance Punk), running, stairs, resistance
training, Sun Salutations; singing and developing
the voice as an instrument of the body capable
of making art; caring for dogs and being a good
pack member; coffee; cooking and eating food
with lots of vegetables, particularly root vegetables
and weeds like nettle and dandelion; fermenting
vegetables and sprouting legumes and grains to
remind myself that i am in a reciprocal relation-
ship with the planet that feeds me (my motto is,
“i lentil, therefore i am!”); listening to music and
podcasts to define my own soundscape when that
of the world is too much to bear; building fires to
heat drink and food over my woodstove; building
trusting relationships and practicing mutual aid
and resistance with those with whom I'm in certain
and loving Solidarity.

Free high-tech drug
testing in Hollywood
and East Los Angeles!

By GenericFullyGrownPerson

UCLA is running a multi-year harm reduction study called Drug Checking
Los Angeles. The goal of the study is to determine if people are using the drugs
they think they are using. Via an anonymous ten minute process, study organizers
analyze tiny samples of your drugs using an advanced machine called a spectrom-
eter. The spectrometer does not destroy your drugs and they give it back after the
analysis. A spectrometer looks at a substance on a molecular level to identify what
substances are in the sample. This includes uncut drugs, mixtures of drugs, and
non-drug components. They also use test strips for some substances.

The study does not ask for your name. The staff do ask some demographic
questions, what you think the drug is and your general source (as in off the street
or from a friend or a pharmacy). This information and the test results will be used
to obtain funding for further public services such as harm reduction supplies,
treatment, and recovery. If you don’t want to answer their questions, they will still
test your drugs.

Oftentimes, the drugs that we purchase are not what we think they are. Deal-
ers, suppliers, and manufacturers commonly adulterate, or add substances to their
drugs. Sometimes they utilize non-drug ingredients called “fillers” which don’t
necessarily get you high or hurt you. This can include baking soda, sugar, talcum
powder. Fillers add volume and weight to the drug letting the seller charge more
for less. Sometimes, substances aren’t even drugs- they are all filler. Sometimes,
other drugs are mixed in deliberately. For instance, caffeine and a numbing chem-
ical called lidocaine can be added to cocaine to enhance the energy boost and
simulate the numbing effect. Ketamine can be mixed with fentanyl to increase the
sedative effect. Occasionally, dealers sell mixtures that don’t even contain the drug
they say it does at all.

One of the greatest risks drug users face today is the unexpected presence
of fentanyl. Fentanyl is extremely strong and even tiny amounts pose a risk of
overdose. Dealers will often mix in fentanyl to boost the effects or simulate other
drugs, but fentanyl can also accidentally contaminate other drugs the dealer pre-
pares or bags up. This means it’s possible to overdose on fentanyl even if you think
your drugs don’t contain it. Even with testing, it is always safest to use a small
amount first, use with others, and have and know how to use naxolone/Narcan.

This journalist went to the Hollywood test location to test a substance and
had a good experience. I covered my face to prevent the spread of Covid and to
protect my identity. The program does not work with law enforcement but there’s
no need to trust their word when I can easily put on a mask. There were two staff
members at a table with a machine. I gave them a substance and they took a super
small amount (the size of a pinhead) out of the bag and put it on the spectrometer.

While it was processed, they asked me the demographic survey questions. They
did not ask my name and there were no cameras at the table. The machine finished
and then they used test strips to specifically test for fentanyl, meth, and benzos.
Strips are used for those substances because they’re even more sensitive than the
machine. They then put the sample back in the bag. They told me what was in my
substance. I was pleased. It was what I bought and it wasn’t cut with anything. The
staff were very nice and patiently answered my questions. As a bonus, across the
lot there was a harm reduction table with pipes, needles, tourniquets, bandages,
and other supplies.

I will be regularly testing my substances with this free service to see if I'm
getting what I'm paying for. I want to know what to expect when I use them. This
kind of testing is usually $150 a test and mail order. I'm glad it will be free and
quick for our community for several years.

Drug checking services are currently available in Hollywood and East LA.
Email checkingLA@proton.me for specifics. Learn more at drugcheckingla.com

Living in a Hotel/Motel
Shelter? Know Your Rights!

Over the past few years, LA has started providing shelter for unhoused folks
in hotels and motels—first as part of Project Roomkey and now; as part of Inside
Safe. Many participants in the programs have gotten kicked out, without any
understanding of why or what rights they have if that happens.

A new law in California that went into effect last year makes it clear that peo-
ple staying in hotels as part of programs like Inside Safe and Project Roomkey
have rights! The new law doesn’t answer all the questions we have about what
rights they have, but it does make it very clear that people can’t just be kicked
out of these programs for no reason. Below are some of the most important
protections. Important to know: as of now, this law is only in effect from now
until January 1, 2025.

Does the program have to file an Unlawful Detainer
(eviction) to kick me out?

Probably not. The new law makes it pretty clear that programs that are run-
ning shelters for the City in hotels or motels (like Inside Safe or Project Room
Key) don't have to go to court or follow UD procedures to kick someone out--as
long as they meet specific requirements like providing participants with a writ-
ten termination procedure and written termination notices.

What rights do | have as a shelter participant if they

want to kick me out?

The law is explicit that you have a right to:

o Receive a written termination policy that spells out the reasons you can be
terminated from the program and the procedure they will use to terminate
participants;

o Get thirty days notice of termination, in writing, except if the removal is
because of a “direct threat” to another person or to destroy the property;

o The notice has to spell out, in easy to understand language, the reason for
the termination and your right to a reasonable accommodation if you have
a disability;

o  Challenge the decision to terminate you by appealing through a grievance
process.

When can | use the grievance process if | get kicked
out?

You can use the grievance process any time after you get a notice of termina-
tion, or if you get kicked out because of a “direct threat,” any time.

If they do decide to kick me out, can | get placed in
another shelter?

The program has to make a good faith effort to find another placement if
you're terminated, and they have to document the steps they took, in writing.

While you’re in the hotel, you have some other rights
under the new law too:
Hotel/motel operators can't:
o Impose restrictions on the use of facilities or amenities at the hotel;
o Restrict the ability of program participants to freely enter or exit the property;
o  Charge residents of the hotel for things like room key replacements that
don’t apply to hotel “guests”
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What’s Really Happening Inside
The Mayor’s “Inside Safe”

By Kris Rehl

When Mayor Karen Bass took office in De-
cember 2022, she declared a state of emergen-
cy on homelessness in the City of Los Angeles,
granting herself more power and removing
guardrails meant to ensure transparency and
accountability. The Mayor made lofty promises
about what Inside Safe would deliver: perma-
nent housing and wraparound services, includ-
ing mental health.

Funding granted to Bass for her signature
“re-housing” program still required regular re-
ports to City Council, detailing expenses and re-
sults—like how many people were housed each
week. But Bass refused to release these reports
for several months even as residents shared
countless stories of inhumane conditions at the
program’s motels, detailing starvation, roaches,
bed bugs, harassment from staff, increasingly
carceral conditions, and more.

Karen Bass admitted she was treating the
program like she was “building the plane while
flying it” Who the fuck wants to be 30,000 feet
in the air when the plane’s still being built?
Sounds more like Mayor Karen Boeing.

In its first year, Inside Safe spent at least
$93.8 million to “permanently” house just 255
people. For context, the City of Los Angeles is
home to an estimated 46,260 unhoused people
as of January 2023. In mid-2023, LA City Coun-
cil approved $250 million from the city’s budget
to fund Inside Safe for another year, not includ-
ing the program’s other funding sources from
the state, federal government, and more.

Viewing these results as unacceptable, a
federal judge ordered an audit of the Inside
Safe program in March 2023. Even though the
people of Los Angeles elected City Controller
Kenneth Mejia to perform such audits at no
additional cost, Karen Bass demanded a private
audit of Inside Safe that would cost the city mil-
lions of dollars. What is she afraid the Control-
ler might find? What is she hiding?

In the face of Mayor Bass continuing to

combat transparency, a coalition of mutual aid
groups surveyed people living at nine Inside
Safe motels across six LA City Council Districts
to give voice to the people living with the conse-
quences of her negligence. The median move-in
date of survey respondents was October 2023.
More than 34% entered Inside Safe over a year
ago.

Housing

Permanent housing is the stated goal of In-
side Safe, but 70% of respondents said no one
from the program has worked with them to find
housing in any capacity. One resident shared,
“They never talk to us about housing. They don't
treat us like human beings”

The program only helped 9% of respondents
even obtain housing vouchers. One resident
said Inside Safe didn’t help them obtain a vouch-
er, so they resorted to seeking assistance from
an outside organization.

Mental Health

Even though Mayor Bass continues to claim
Inside Safe is providing mental health treat-
ment, 75% of respondents reported they haven't
been offered mental health services. Of those
who have received mental health services, only
five respondents said they met with a provider
more than one time.

Many residents have reported struggling
with anxiety, depression, and poor mental
health, exacerbated by Inside Safe’s enforcement
of a no-visitor policy, resulting in severe isola-
tion for many. “I'm struggling with depression
and we can’t visit other rooms,” said one resi-
dent. “That makes it really difficult”

Another echoed this feeling, describing
their experience as “too isolating” because
they’re “not allowed to have anyone around, just

Do It Yourself!

Cut this out and paste it in your neighborhood! We suggest
watered-down craft glue or traditional wheatpaste
Recipe for wheatpaste: 4 parts flour, 1 part water, whisk
together and boil

1t.

us in a room by ourselves. We were given a dif-
ferent impression of what this program would
be like when we moved here”

Services

More than a third of respondents reported
not knowing who their case manager is, and
45% of respondents said Inside Safe hasn't of-
fered any additional types of services such as
medical treatment, ticket clinics, assistance
finding employment, job training, ID services,
or harm reduction. “You would imagine that
they would let you know about services they of-
fer;” said one resident.

Conditions at Inside
Safe Motels

The majority of respondents reported the
rules at Inside Safe locations becoming more
strict and carceral since moving in, including
new rules that bar residents from visiting each
other’s rooms and prison-like room checks that
have resulted in violations of privacy and the
trashing of residents’ belongings.

A public campaign was organized that suc-
cessfully pressured Inside Safe to start serving
food, but the quality of meals has sharply de-
clined. Two out of three respondents reported
that the program’s food has made them sick.
Residents shared that the “food is horrible” and
“sometimes expired” 29% of respondents said
the food has made them sick 5 or more times,
and one resident shared that she felt so ill that
she felt she would have to go to the hospital.

The program does not honor religious ob-
servations in residents’ diets either. “They don’t
respect religion with meals,” one reported, say-
ing they serve a lot of pork products. “You either
eat it or you starve””

The report shows that:

o From December 2021 to November 2023 there were 174 sweeps
related to 41.18.

« 81% of encampments saw people return after sweeps.

e 94% of displaced people wanted shelter, of those, only 18% received

Even for those who can afford groceries,
Inside Safe has undermined their ability to make
their own meals. “They don’t want us to cook.
They took all of our food cooking appliances.”

Not-So
Permanent Housing

After 18 months, Inside Safe has evict-
ed more people from their motels than it has
placed in permanent housing. According to LA
Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) data,
440 Inside Safe participants are “currently per-
manently housed” If you read “currently per-
manently” and thought—that’s an oxymoron—
you're right. But approximately 130 people who
were “permanently” housed by Inside Safe are
no longer housed.

That’s largely because the majority of Inside
Safe’s “permanent” housing placements are ac-
tually just time-limited subsidies. In most cas-
es, that means a person only receives assistance
with their rent for a few months or a year before
they have to pay full price. The average rent for
a studio apartment in Los Angeles is current-
ly $1,668 while minimum wage is just $17.28.
Now, 130 people no longer have “permanent”
housing. How many more who were “perma-
nently” housed by Inside Safe will join them?

Tragic Outcomes

The media hasn't covered the 34 deaths at
Inside Safe locations, many of which could have
been prevented with harm reduction services.
But Mayor Bass isn't interested in saving lives or
housing people. There’s a reason she was build-
ing the plane while flying it: she’s in a rush to
hide encampments, RVs, and any form of visible
poverty from her wealthy donors’ line of sight.
No matter how many people she hurts.

City Reports back on 41.18

A new report from LAHSA on Los Angeles Municipal Code 41.18 has
been released-a year late. The law, which prohibits sitting, lying, or stor-
ing objects in many areas across LA and has been used to justify brutal
sweeps since its passing in 2021.

o LA County spent $1.7 million on 41.18 signs and $17 million on
LAPD overtime enforcement.
o People were cited 3,183 times.
 Nearly half of the arrests in 2023 (836) were done by the Devon-
shire Division in the northwest San Fernando Valley (District 12),
even though it has one the smallest populations of unsheltered
people in the city. Councilmember John Lee is a major proponent
of 41.18.
o Only 2 people were housed as a result of 41.18 sweeps.
« Over 1000 arrests made.
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REMEMBRANCE

Anjileen “Green Eyes” Swan

In Loving Memory, 1969-2024

We are deeply saddened by the tragic loss of our friend Anjileen “Green Eyes”
Swan who passed away January 16th, 2024 inside her tent, just a block away from
Aetna St. Her death is a stunning example of the cruelty & failure of LA’s housing
system. Because she had been hospitalized, she lost her room at the Econo Motor
Inn on Sepulveda Blvd (run by Volunteers of America) & was sent back to the
streets. The City of LA, including Mayor Karen Bass’ Inside Safe & CM Imelda Pa-
dilla’s office were well aware of Anjileen’s grave health condition. She moved into a
tent, with major health concerns, including a pace-maker. She died within a week.
Green Eyes’ death is not the exception, but the rule. Motel programs like the ones
run by VOA that evict people after 3 days are complicit in the deaths of people
like Green Eyes.

Green Eyes was a sharp & outspoken woman, who lived fearlessly, & in service
of others. She was an elder, friend, mother. We are angered, traumatized & heart-
broken by her death. The last week of her life she was hospitalized & stranded in
Las Vegas. We were able to get her a bus ticket back to LA, but she had been exited
from her motel program, because she had not shown up for three days.

As our community mourns & grieves the loss of our friend, we hold the mem-
ory of Green Eyes in our hearts. She showed up weekly to our community nights
to organize clothing & book donations & set up our table to meet friends who
sought the warmth of good company, a much needed laugh, & survival supplies.
She loved to read, feed people, give out cards with affirmations. She was our elder
that we looked to for guidance. We are lost without you.

Even with major health issues, Green Eyes found it important to share the truth
about how unhoused people were being treated by our city. She was vocal about
systems that betray people living on the streets.

She lost her housing after getting sick & ended up back on Aetna St. She felt a
duty to speak out against the harm LA brings to the unhoused.

We will never forgive a system that so brutally throws people away. We will
never stop fighting for a world that brings warmth & liberation to those living
outside.

We love you forever:

THE 10 POINT HEALTH
PROGRAM OF THE
HEALTH REVOLUTIONARY
UNITY MOVEMENT

1. We want Community-Worker Control of all
health services in our oppressed communities

2. We want the right to form organizations
of patients and workers to fight for
improved working conditions, better patient
care, and to make health policies

3. We want all new hospitals currently gtoJRR PEOPLE!

under construction to be built immediately

to serve the needs of our oppressed communities.

4. We want full employment and upgrading for our people in all health
facilities, and open admissions to all health science schools.

5. We want free health care for all people.

6. We want community-run health clinics on every block to deal with minor
health problems.

7. We want door-to-door preventive care to deal with sanitation control,
nutrition, drug addiction, child day care, and senior citizen services.

8. We want educational programs that expose the leading health problems,
such as unemployment, poor housing, racism, malnutrition, police brutality,
and all other forms of exploitation.

9. We want community, students, unions, and worker organizations to
actively support and fight for these programs in the interests of our people.

10. The role of HRUM is to educate and unite all our people and to expose
the corrupt health system that keeps our people weak and unable to fight
for self-determination and complete liberation.

Jessica “Queen” Mendez

Our Queen of Echo Park
In Loving Memory, June 18,1938 - May 10, 2024

Queen passed away on the evening of May 10th, 2024 after being hospitalized. Queen is sur-
vived by her mother, five daughters, a son, and a granddaughter, along with family and friends
who will miss her deeply. She was 35 years old.

Jessica “Queen” Mendez moved to Echo Park on February 15th, 1991 at the age 3. Echo Park
was her playground, her home, her sanctuary. She was the daughter of a proud and humble Ya-
qui woman from Sonora, Mexico who sold corn by the lake. Her mother shares fond memories
of Queen who, from a young age, did everything she could to help her mother make ends meet.
She never forgot her roots, and she dedicated her life to her community of Echo Park, where she
raised five girls.

Queen touched countless lives through her powerful speeches, her dedication to helping oth-
ers, and her commitment to the liberation of all people. She will be remembered as a fierce or-
ganizer for housing justice for those living at the Echo Park Lake community and for her lasting
contributions as a community scholar and researcher with the Institute on Inequality and Democ-
racy at UCLA.

Queen was a mother, a daughter, an indigenous woman, an undocumented immigrant, an
activist, an organizer, a truth-teller, a bruja, a poet, a lover, a friend, but to those of us who knew
her and loved her, she will forever and always be Queen of Echo Park.

Her legacy will never be forgotten and her life was her testimony to give. It is written on the walls,
in prophecy, in dreams, in the parks, in the streets. She was a warrior for her people. She never
stopped fighting for a better future for her children.

Our Queen was an indigenous immigrant mother, daughter, activist, organizer, worker, bruja,
friend. She was raised in Echo Park and ended up living in a tent in a community that was or-
ganizing at Echo Park Lake and was part of a movement led by the poor. She organized me, she
made our movement more loving, more complex, more fierce, more honest, she was filled with
contradictions. She saw the world as it was, she lived through it all and she still fought for it. Dying
at 35 is not peaceful or beautiful. It’s political. Look at those of us who are dying on the streets,
in our cars, of treatable diseases, believe us when we tell you we are dying. Because we are. We're
dying from this madness every fucking day. The only hope we have is to change it. May our Queen
of Echo Park live forever.

Gustavo Otzoy
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In Loving Memory, 1966-2023

Our friend, brother, comrade, leader, and teacher Gustavo Otzoy passed peacefully in his sleep last week.
Gustavo joined the tenant movement in 2020 after he was evicted from his home in Palmdale and became home-
less for the first time. He found his way to Echo Park Lake in Los Angeles, where an encampment community was
organizing with housed neighbors living nearby to defend their right to stay. There, Gustavo created a food and
clothing distribution center in a ‘Power Up!” table where housed and unhoused tenants gathered and organized.
He helped build showers, run the kitchen, and plant the garden to make Echo Park Lake home for him and many
others. Gustavo always had a warm smile, a welcoming ear, and creative ideas for an action or banner, always
recruiting others to help him. He strongly believed in the importance of being together to build new relationships
of love, support, and family.

Yo soy Gustavo!

Following the 2021 eviction of over 150 people living at Echo Park Lake, Gustavo was forced back to the
street as the park was fenced and closed. Through organizing connections, he got a temporary hotel room in
Chinatown where he—like all the others there—involuntarily signed away tenancy rights as a condition of entry.
Gustavo compared the hotel to his experience of prison. Staff lied, stole, disrespected residents, entered rooms
without notice at all hours, and forbade people from talking to each other on the property. He filmed and took
pictures to arm himself with the truth.

Yo soy Gustavo!

The truth alone wasn’t enough. Gustavo gathered with other former Echo Park Lake residents scattered
in hotels all over the city. Together, they formed Unhoused Tenants Against Carceral Housing (UTACH, pro-
nounced “attack!”) with the LA Tenants Union, organizing in temporary hotels like Gustavo’s. They won victories
like changed curfews, space for residents to gather on-site, and better treatment by staff. Gustavo also fought for
the fence to be removed from Echo Park. One day, he was attacked unprovoked by park rangers, arrested, and put
into a chokehold so brutal that he was hospitalized, all because he put a flyer on the fence.

Yo soy Gustavo!

UTACH and members of Gustavo’s community posted bail for him after a week. Against his attorney’s ad-
vice, Gustavo refused a plea deal—he knew he was morally right, refusing to accept guilt. After he rejected three
plea offers, the judge dropped the case entirely. Although Gustavo could have easily been incarcerated for the rest
of his life, he stayed strong because he knew the truth. During our October 1st march, Gustavo was attacked and
harassed by police repeatedly, but was never afraid. Gustavo never gave up his own struggle because he knew it
was connected deeply to the struggle of all tenants, on the street, in a shelter, or in an apartment.

Yo soy Gustavo!
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